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The CASAS System

CASAS is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
improving youth and adult 
education services.

CASAS is an integrated 
systems approach with four 
key components.

Accountability



CASAS 

Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems

ÁLearner-centered curriculum management

ÁUsed nationwide in 
ÅAdult Basic Education (ABE)

ÅEnglish as a Second Language (ESL)

Åworkplace literacy

Åfamily literacy

Åemployment and training

Åwelfare reform/TANF

Åcitizenship

Åcorrectional programs

Á Meets Workforce Innovative Opportunity Act 

(WIOA)



Approved through February 2019

ÁLife and Work Reading (80 series) and Beginning 

Literacy, Forms 27 and 28

ÁLife and Work Listening (980 series)

ÁLife Skills Math (30 series)

CASAS NRS-approved Assessments
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Å2013-2016 Wrote and field -tested new Reading and Math items

Å2015-2016 Conducted research studies with new test forms

ÅOct. 2016 Submitted Reading and Math series to NRS 

for approval for ABE/ASE

Á 2017 Conduct additional studies, as needed. 

Ready for ABE/ASE programs to use, depending on 

OCTAE approval process. 

Å2017-2019 Develop Reading and Listening series for ELLs. 

Submit to NRS for approval. (Depends on OCTAE 

finalization date of revised NRS ELL Descriptors)

Å2019 Ready for ELL programs to use or later

New GOALS Test Series Timeline
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ÁNew CASAS Reading Series measures:

ÅCASAS Competencies

ÅContent Standards

ÅCASAS Reading Content Standards

ÅCCR Standards for Adult Education in the areas of:

ÅReading

ÅReading Foundations

ÅReading Task Areas

ÅDepth of Knowledge (DOK)

ÅAcademic Vocabulary ðdrawn from the Academic Word 

List (AWL)

New Reading Test Series
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ÁThe College and Career Readiness (CCR) Standards for 

Adult Education were published by the U.S. Department of 

Education, Office of Career, Technical, and Adult 

Education (OCTAE) in April 2013.

ÁThe CCR Standards are the Anchor Standards for the 

Common Core State Standards for K-12 programs. The April 

2013 study was based on these standards.

ÁThe April 2013 CCRS study focused on Adult Basic Education 

(ABE) and Adult Secondary Education (ASE) learners, not on 

Adult ESL learners. 

ÅChange in terms from ESL (English as a Second Language) 

learners to ELL (English Language Learners)

Overview
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In 2015, OCTAE funded a similar study for Adult ELLs. 

ÁThis project produced new Adult ELL standards in October 

2016, called English Language Proficiency Standards for 

Adult Education (ELPS). 

ÅThe ELPS is intended to be a òlanguage liftó to assist 

Adult ELLs to achieve the CCR Standards for Adult 

Education.

ÁThis OCTAE project will also produce:

Årelated training materials for Adult ELLs, and

Årevised NRS EFL Descriptors for Adult ELLs, due to be 

published for public review in early Summer 2017

ÁAdult ELL programs should continue to use current NRS ESL 

Descriptors (EFLs)

CCR Standards for Adult ELLs
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A B C D E

Identify the main 
topic and retell 
key details of a 

text. 

Determine 
the main 
idea of a 

text; 
recount the 
key details 
and explain 
how they 
support 
the main 

idea. 

Determine the 
main idea of a 

text and explain 
how it is 

supported by key 
details; 

summarize the 
text.

Determine a 
theme of a story, 
drama, or poem 
from details in 

the text; 
summarize the 

text. 

Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 

how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; 

provide a 
summary of the 
text distinct from 
personal opinions 

or judgments.

Determine a theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of 

the text, including how it emerges 
and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 
Determine the central ideas or 

conclusions of a text; summarize 
complex concepts, processes, or 

information presented in a text by 
paraphrasing them in simpler but 

still accurate terms.

BEG LIT ESL,
LOW BEG ESL,
HIGH BEG ESL 

LOW INT ESL HIGH INT ESL ADV ESL

Example of Reading Anchor and Level -Specific Standards

CCR Anchor 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text 

and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting 

details and ideas. 
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New Reading Test Series ðItem Types

4 Test Levels: Levels A to D

Multiple choice -- All levels

Á Comprehension (in existing Reading tests)

Á Sentence completion

New text and item features ðLevels B, C, D

Á Numbered lines in text passages

Á Items containing references to numbered lines in text

Á Underlined words embedded in passage

Level A only: Photo prompts and distractors for some items

Item Families ðAll levels
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Photo Prompts (Level A only)
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Item Family Approach

ÁGrouped items related to one display

ÅDisplay length ranges: single sentence to 

passage

ÁMore efficient use of testing time

ÁòFamily membersó may vary 

ÅDifficulty

ÅStandards/competencies addressed
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Item Family Approach

13

Which sentence explains what 

employees should do if they find 

inappropriate websites?

(Sentence Completion)

The sentence starting on_____ .

A. line 2

B. line 4

C. line 5

D. line 8

Which statement best summarizes this announcement?

(Comprehension Question)

A. The company requires a more straightforward 

computer-use policy.  

B. Too many employees have violated proper 

computer-use standards. 

C. The company plans to prohibit sending and 

receiving personal e-mail.  

D. There are restrictions to the use of company 

computers by employees.

Which lines explain that the company is inspecting 

employeesô use of computers and the internet? 

(Cite evidence in text with numbered lines)

A. lines 1-2

B. lines 3-4

C. lines 5-6

D. lines 7-8

Which word means the same as liberal as used in this 

announcement?

(Vocabulary in Context)

A. generous

B. radical

C. traditional

D. Widespread
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Depth of Knowledge (DOK)

ÁDescribe levels of cognitive processing

ÁThe new College and Career Readiness Standardsand the 

Common Core State Standardsin language arts and 

mathematics reflect higher -order thinking.

ÁOne of 4 criteria of Norman Webbõs Alignment Tool (2005), 

WI Center for Education Research 

ÁRelated to Bloomõs Taxonomy of Educational Objectivesð

Knowledge, Understanding, Application, Analysis, 

Synthesis, Evaluation (1956)
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Depth of Knowledge (DOK)

Á Four DOK levels:

1.  Recall, Reproduction, Recitation

2.  Application of Skill/Concept

3.  Strategic Thinking

4.  Extended Thinking

Á Levels of cognitive processing, not difficulty

Á Final Jeopardy is always a DOK 1!!!   
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ÁCombined, reduced, re -named and re-organized the 

categories and standards

ÅNumber of categories reduced from 9 to 5

ÅNumber of standards reduced from 125 to 51

ÁAdded new standards from the CCR Standards for Adult 

Education in the English Language Arts and Literacy areas 

of Reading, Reading Foundations and Language

ÅAll CCRS Standards in these 3 areas are referenced at 

least once in the revised CASAS Reading Standards.

ÁTo align assessment with instruction, the categories in the 

revised CASAS Reading Standards will be the same as the 

categories for reporting test results for the new CASAS 

Reading series.

ÁPosted on www.casas.org ðwith dots for ABE/ASE
16
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Revised CASAS Reading Standards Categories

1 ðFoundational Literacy

2 ðLanguage and Vocabulary

3 ðReading Comprehension Skills

Literal Comprehension ðDOK 1

Informational and Literary Text 

Includes CASAS Reading Task Areas:

Forms, Charts/Tables, Text, Other Formats

4 ðHigher Order Reading Skills ðDOK 2 and higher

Informational and Literary Text

5 ðHigher Order Reading Skills

Literary Text Only

Revised CASAS Reading Content Standards
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CASAS TestItemsare 
based on the application 
of functional language 

skills in realistic, 
everyday life or 

workplace contexts. 

Every test item 
addresses 

Å one or more 
competencies ,

Å a task area, 

Å and several content 
standards .

Competencies

Task Areas

Content 
Standards



Task Areas

ωTask 1: Forms

ωTask 2: Charts, maps, consumer billings, matrices, graphs, or tables

ωTask 3: Stories, articles, paragraphs, sentences, directions, or pictures

ωTask 4: Signs, price tags, ads, or product labels

ωTask 5: Measurement scales and diagrams

Reading Tasks

ωTask 1: Picture prompt

ωTask 2: Comprehension question

ωTask 3: Predict next line of dialogue

ωTask 4: Identify true statement based on prompt

Listening Tasks

Task areas show how a test item is displayed: a fillable form, a graph, or a sign, etc.

This helps measure how well students can read, or listen, in a variety of formats.



CASAS Competency 4.4.3 at two levels:
Interpret job-related signs, charts, diagrams, forms and procedures, and record 

information on forms, charts and checklists, etc.

Level A Level D



Level A

Task 3 - Paragraphs
Level D

Task 3 - Paragraphs

CASAS Task Areas at 2 Levels



In Summaryé..

Competencies, Content Standards and Tasks

create the foundation of the CASAS System. 

Separately, they provide 

Ålife and work skills contexts

Åa variety of visual prompts

Åthe underlying basic literacy skills instruction that 

together work as the ladder to successful attainment 

of the learning objectives.



Monitor

Post Test
Given after 70-100 hours of instruction. 

Results compared to previous test. 
Progress determined.

Instruct

Informal Assessment
Includes targeted instruction based on 

information from Pretests

Diagnose

Pre-Test
Establishes a baseline score and begins to 

diagnose learning needs

Place

Appraisal Identifies the Pretest students should take.



TOPSpro Report: Class Performance by Competency

Test 
Question 
Number

Percentage of 
Students who 
answered this 
question correctly

The Competency 
Numberon which this 
question was based

The Task Number (Item Type)
tells you the format in which 
the question was asked.

The Competency Descriptiongives 
more detail of the Competency 
Number



TOPSproReport: Next Assigned Test



TOPSproReport: Individual Skills Profile

Shows the most 

recent tests the 

student has taken

Competencies, Content Standards 

and Task Area performance is 

shown.
N=number of times the item was presented in 

some way in the test (not equal to the number 

of test questions ïseveral items occur several 

times in each question.)

When a student 

scores 225 and 

above, the ñlikelihood 

of passing the GEDò 

is shown.  There will 

be a similar chart for 

the HiSet.



Using CASAS Competencies and Content Standards in 

Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction

Á Assessment results provide feedback to learners and instructors to target further 
instruction. 

Á Incorporating CASAS Competencies and Content Standardsinto curriculum and using the 
CASAS assessment system can help programs better meet learner, community, and 
program needs and fulfill federal, state, and local reporting requirements. 

Á

Á The CASAS resource QuickSearch Onlinedatabase lists more than 2,300 print, audio, 
visual and computer-based instructional materials, and correlates them to the CASAS 
Competencies, Content Standards and Tasks.
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CASAS Handbooks

Quick Search

Á Quick, easy access to database of more than 2,000 

instructional materials

Á Includes print, audio, video, and software materials

Á Correlated to CASAS Competencies (and to Content Standards 

in 2008)

Á Search by

ÅTitle

ÅCompetency

ÅProgram, Level, and Skill

ÅPublisher

ÅCASAS Assessment
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CASAS Handbooks

Quick Search by Competencies

Competency selected for this report: 4.1.2

Page 41


