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Objectives

ÔReview changes in the upcoming test series for 

the ESL STEPS test series

ÔTake a deeper Look at DOK

ÔReview the English Language Proficiency 

Standards (ELPs)

ÔProvide strategies to assist adult ESOL teachers 

maximize classroom  instruction
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What are Adult Education Needs?

ÔAlignment to the new NRS Skill Descriptors

- Interpretive, productive and interactive

ÔAlignment to the CCR, ELPs and Life and Work 
Standards

ÔCritical thinking, Higher Order Thinking, DOK 
instructional strategies

ÔRigorous instruction and practice

ÔOnline access to instructional material
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Focus on Academic Success

ÔResearch has shown that the future 

workforce will be facing many critical 

challenges. This demands that adult 

education practitioners provide the 

most effective education to prepare 

students with the necessary skills to 

improve their overall quality of life.
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Focus on Academic Success

ÔIn accordance with the changes of the 

NRS Skill Level Descriptors, the new CASAS 

test series for ESL, STEPS will focus on 

measuring higher -order skills including 

academic language.
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Focus on Academic Success

Ô In preparation for the upcoming CASAS STEPS 

series, teachers need to acquire knowledge of 

the changes in the new tests and be ready to 

apply effective instructional strategies to ensure 

student academic success.   
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STUDENT TEST OF ENGLISH 

PROGRESS AND SUCCESS

STEPS
ESL Test Series- Reading/Listening
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Focus on

- English Language Proficiency Standards

- DOK

- College and Career Readiness

- CASAS Competencies

STEPS
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STEPS

Ô5 Levels (A to E), 2 forms per level

ÔAligned to the ELP Standards 

ÔSimilar item types as in Reading GOALS

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/elp -standards -adult -ed.pdf

https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/pagecontents/casas-ell-level-
descriptors.pdf?sfvrsn=16cad783_20?Status=Master
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Reading STEPS Test Forms16

https:// www.casas.org/product -overviews/assessments/reading -steps

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps


Listening STEPS Test Forms17

https:// www.casas.org/product -overviews/assessments/listening -steps

https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps


New Scale Ranges18



Listening Test Items Types19

ÔListening STEPS tests contain three test item types :

Ô photo prompt questions, 

Ôcomprehension questions, 

Ôand next -response questions. 

Test items are multiple -choice with three response 

choices at each level



Reading Task Areas20

Task 1 ðForms

Task 2 ðCharts, maps, consumer billings, matrices, graphs, 

tables

Task 3 ðArticles, paragraphs, sentences, directions, manuals

Task 4 ðSigns, price tags, advertisements, product labels

Task 5 ðMeasurement scales, diagrams



New Reports21



ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY 

STANDARDS
22
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Florida Department of Education Adult General Education Curriculum Framework,  pg. 9



English Language Proficiency Standards 

Categories 

Ô InterpretiveǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ 
interpret, or engage with level-appropriate literary and 
informationalwritten and spoken text to construct meaning

ÔProductiveǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ produce level-
appropriate written and spoken text such that it meaningfully 
transmits meaning.

Ô InteractiveǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 
level-appropriate written and spoken text interactively with the 
purpose of understanding, interpreting, engaging in, and 
transmitting meaning. 
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English Language Proficiency Standards 

ÔEight of the 10 Standards are either productive or 

interactive

ÔFive Level Descriptors for Different ESL Levels
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English Language Proficiency Standards 



English Language Proficiency Standards 

(ELPs)28
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