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Assessment is the ongoing process of
gathering, analysing and reflecting on
evidence to make informed and
consistent judgements to improve
future student learning.




Objectives

O Review changes in the upcoming test series for
the ESL STEPS test series

OTake a deeper Look at DOK

Review the English Language Proficiency
Standards (ELPS)

O Provide strategies to assist adult ESOL teachers
maximize classroom instruction







What are Adult Education Needs?

O Alignment to the new NRS Skill Descriptors
- Interpretive, productive and interactive

O Alignment to the CCR, ELPs and Life and Work
Standards

O Critical thinking, Higher Order Thinking, DOK
Instructional strategies

ORigorous instruction and practice
O Online access to instructional material




Focus on Academic Success

OResearch has shown that the future
workforce will be facing many critical
challenges. This demands that adult
education practitioners provide the
most effective education to prepare
students with the necessary skills to
Improve their overall quality of life.



Focus on Academic Success

OIn accordance with the  changes of the
NRS Skill Level Descriptors, the new CASAS
test series for ESL, STEPS will focus on

easuring higher -order skills including
academic language.




Focus on Academic Success

O In preparation for the upcoming CASAS STEPS
series, teachers need to acquire knowledge of
the changes in the new tests and be ready to
apply effective instructional strategies to ensure
student academic success.




STEPS

ESL Test SeriesReading/Listening

STUDENT TEST OF ENGLISH
PROGRESS AND SUCCESS




STEPS

Focus on

- English Language Proficiency Standards
- DOK

- College and Career Readiness

- CASAS Competencies




STEPS

O5 Levels (A to E), 2 forms per level

O Aligned to the ELP Standards

Similaritem types as in Reading GOALS

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/elp -standards -adult -ed.pdf

https://www.casas.org/docs/defaulsource/pagecontents/caseaall-level
descriptors.pdf?sfvrsn=16cad783 20?Status=Master



https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/elp-standards-adult-ed.pdf
https://www.casas.org/docs/default-source/pagecontents/casas-ell-level-descriptors.pdf?sfvrsn=16cad783_20?Status=Master
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Test Levels

Life and Work Listening

Life and Work Reading

3 Levels, A through C
NRS1-6

4 Levels, A through D
NRS1-6

Reading STEPS
Listening STEPS
Math GOALS 2

5 Levels, A
through E
NRS1-6

Math GOALS

2 Levels (A/B, C/D)
NRS1-6
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Levels Breakdown

NRS Level CASAS Test Level

St 73 PN 17




Strengths of the new structure

Fewer test Higher accuracy Lower incidence Locator and

questions of inaccurate Appraisal

33 to 39 items Tests cover fewer scoring Computer and Paper
performance levels Less retesting

(NRS Levels)




Reading STEPS Test Forms

Test Specifics

Reading STEPS assessments correlate to CASAS Competencies and to the English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) for Adult
Education. Use student test results to help target instruction.

CASAS Level Form Number | NUMDPEroTTest | gt Time: 5::,:??

Appraisal 619R 28 30 minutes
Locator 620R 14 15 minutes

A Forms 621R - 622R 33 30 minutes 160 - 196

B Forms 623R - 624K 36 50 minutes 184 - 206

C Forms 625R - 626R 36 75 minutes 197 - 216

D Forms 627R - 628R 36 75 minutes 207 - 227

E Forms 629R - 630R 36 75 minutes 217 - 251

https:// www.casas.org/product  -overviews/assessments/reading _ -steps



https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/reading-steps

Listening STEPS Test Forms

Test Specifics

Listening STEPS assessments comrelate to CASAS Competencies and to the English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS) for Adult

Education. Use student test results to help target instruction.
Scale score

Number of Test -

CASAS Level Form Number ltems Test Time ranges™
Appraisal 619L 28 30 minutes
Locator 620L 14 15 minutes

A Forms 621L - 6221 33 28 minutes 158 - 1591

B Forms 6231 - 624L 36 45 minutes 182 - 201

C Forms 6251 - 626L 35 52 minutes 192 - 211

D Forms 6271 - 628L 39 56 minutes 202 - 221

E Forms 629L - 630L 359 38 minutes 212 - 235

https:// www.casas.org/product -overviews/assessments/listening -steps



https://www.casas.org/product-overviews/assessments/listening-steps

New Scale Ranges

MRS
Levels

Reading and Listening
ESL

Educational Functioning Levels

Reading STEPS
Score Ranges

Listening STEPS
Score Ranges

1 Beginning ESL Literacy 183 and below 181 and below

2 Low Beginning ESL 184 — 196 182 - 191

3 High Beginning ESL 197 - 206 192 - 201

4 Low Intermediate ESL 207 - 216 202 -211

5 High Intermediate ESL 217 = 227 212 =221

B Advanced ESL 228 -238 222 =231
Exit Advanced ESL 239 and above 232 and above

MRS
Levels

Reading and Listening
ESL

Educational Functioning Levels

Life and Work Reading

Score Ranges

Life and Work Listening

Score Ranges

1 Beginning ESL Literacy 180 and below 180 and below
2 Low Beginning ESL 181 - 190 181 - 189
3 High Beginning ESL 191 - 200 190 -199
4 Low Intermediate ESL 201 -210 200 - 209
5 High Intermediate ESL 211 -220 210-218
b Advanced ESL 221 =235 219 =227

Exit Advanced ESL

236 and above

228 and above




Listening Test Items Types

O Listening STEPS tests contain three test item types
O photo prompt questions,
O comprehension questions,

O and next -response questions.

est items are multiple -choice with three response
choices at each level




Reading Task Areas

Task 10 Forms
Task 20 Charts, maps, consumer billings, matrices, graphs,

Tas
T
as

tables
0 Articles, paragraphs, sentences, directions, manuals
K 40 Signs, price tags, advertisements, product labels

K 50 Measurement scales, diagrams




New Reports

03/29/2023 Page 10f2
16:41°35 scmn
Agency: 1000~ Trinity County Office of Education Form: 620R - Reading STEPS Level A

Site: 8544 - California Hermage Youthoulld Academy Level Scale:  CASAS STEPS Reading

Class: N/A Form Level: A

Teacher:  NjA Student:  Rios, Michael A 006012018

Competency Performance

S - New
§ w-
j- 2 Competency

- Report —

Competency Areas N | % Correct

e — e Reading STEPS

. Consumer Economics
1.1 Use weights, measures, measurement scales, and money 4 5%
1.2 Apply principies of comparison shopping for goods & senices

. Community Resources
2.2 Understand how to locate and use transportation 5 100%
2.3 Understand concepts of Time and weather

. Health

3.1 Understand how to access and utilize the heaith care system 5 20%
3.2 Understand medical and dental forms and related information

[

~N

-~

-

. Employment

4.1 Understand basic principies of getuing 2 job 3 100%
4,6 Communicate effectively in the workplace

ws Student Competency Area ii



ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY
STANDARDS




ENGLISH LANGUAGE
PROFICIENCY
STANDARDS FOR
ADULT EDUCATION

With Correspondences to College and Career Readiness
Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy, and
Mathematical and Science Practices

EAIR



Table 4: English Language Proficiency Standards for Adult Education

ELP Anchor An ELL can construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational text through

Standard 1 level appropriate listening, reading and viewing.

£LP Anchor An ELL can participate in level appropriate oral and written exchanges of information, ideas and

Standard 2 analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to peer, audience, or reader
comments and questions.

ELP Anchor An ELL can speak and write about level-appropriate complex literary and informational texts and

Standard 3 topics.

ELP Anchor An ELL can construct level-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with reasoning

Standard 4 and evidence.

ELP Anchor An ELL can conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer questions or solve

Standard 5 problems.

ELP Anchor

standard 6 An ELL can analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing.

ELP Anchor

Standard 7 An ELL can adapt language choices to purpose, task and audience when speaking and writing.

ELP Anchor An ELL can determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and literary and

Standard 8 informational text.

ELP Anchor

Standard An ELL can create clear and coherent level-appropriate speech and text.

ELP Anchor An ELL can demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English to communicate in

Standard 10 level-appropriate speech and writing.

Florida Department of Education Adult General Education Curriculum Framework, pg. 9




English Language Proficiency Standards
Categories

O Interpretive NEFSNE (2 GKS fSIFNYySNXQa I 0A
Interpret, or engage with leveppropriate literary and
Informationalwritten and spoken texto construct meaning

O ProductiveNBE F SNE (2 (K Sprdd&eleNgtf SNXQ&a | 0 A €
appropriatewritten and spokertext such that it meaningfully
transmits meaning.

O InteractveNEFSNE (2 GKS fSIFNJYySNXQa I oAf
levelappropriate written and spoken texaiteractively with the
purpose of understanding, interpreting, engaging in, and
transmitting meaning




English Language Proficiency Standards

O Eight of the 10 Standards are either productive or
Interactive

D Five Level Descriptors for Different ESL Levels

shared research
projects

gather infarmation
fram & fgw

proviced print and
digital sources
labal collactad
infarmaltion,
EXPRNENCES, Or
eafilts

recall information
from expeience
or from & provided
SaUICe

carmy out short
nciviclual or
shared ressarch
prijacts

gathar
nfamatian from
provided print
and digital
SOUICeS

record
nfomation in
simplke notes
summarnize data
and information

By the end of English

language proficiency

bevel 3, an ELL cam...

with suppo,

= camy out short
research projecis to
answer a queshon
gather information
friom mutiple provided
print and digital
SOUNCEE
paraphrase key
information in & shor
written or aral repart
include llustrations,
diagrams, or other
graphics as
appropriste
provide & list of
SOUNCEE.

By the end of English language

proficiency level 4, an ELL can...

# camy oul beth short and meee
sustained research projects o
answar a questian
gather information fram multicle
print and digital scurces
wvaluate the raliability of each
SOARCE
use search ferms efectively

« syntheseze information from
rrultiphe print and digital scurces
integrate information into &n
organized oral o written raport

+ include dlustrations, diagrams, or
other graphics as appropriate
cite sources appropriately.

By the end of English language
proficiency level 5, an ELL can...
+ camy oul both sharl and more
sustaingd research projects to
angwer a quastion of 2olwe 8
problem
gather infarmation from rultiple
print and digital scurces
evaluate the reliability of each
EDLICE
usa advanced search bemms
affectively
synthesize infermation from mudtiple
print and digital scurces
analyzs and intagrats information
irtes cleady srganized spokan and
wiithen bexts
include illustrations, diagrams, ar
otiwr graphics as appropriate
cife BOUrces appropriatsly.,




Figure 3. English Language Proficiency Standard 1 and Level 1=5 Descriptors

ELP Standard 1 |

An ELL can...
construct
meaning from
oral
presentations
and literary and
informational text
through level-
appropriate
listening, reading,
and viewing.

Level 1

By the end of
English
language
proficiency
level 1, an ELL
can...

use a very limited
set of sirategies
to:

« identify a few
key words and
phrases in oral
communicatio
ns and simple
spoken and

written texts.

Level 2

By the end of
English language
proficiency

level 2, an ELL
can...

use an emerging

set of strategies to:

= identify the main
topic in oral
presentations
and simple
spoken and
written texts

retell a few key
details.

Level 3

By the end of
English language
proficiency

level 3, an ELL
can...

use a developing
set of sirategies to:

» determine a
central idea or
theme in oral
presentations
and spoken and
written texts

retell key details

answer
questions about
key details
explain how the
theme is
developed by
specific details in
texts

» SUMMarize part
of a text.

Level 4

By the end of
English language
proficiency

level 4, an ELL
can...

use an increasing

range of strateqgies

to:

« determine a
central idea or
theme in oral
presentations
and spoken and
written texts

analyze the
development of
the themes/
ideas

cite specific
details and
evidence from
texts to support
the analysis
summarize a
text.

English Language Proficiency Standards

Level 5

By the end of
English language
proficiency

level 5, an ELL
can...

use a wide range
of strategies to:

+ determine
central ideas or
themes in oral
presentations
and spoken and
written texts

analyze the
development of
the
themes/ideas
cite specific
details and
evidence from
texts to support
the analysis
summarize a
text.




English Language Proficiency Standards

(ELPs)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (ELP) STANDARDS: EXPEREMQ’

receptive skills | productive skills | interactive skills Linguistic
" I ' structures
An ELL can...
ELP1 == |construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and

Umnderstand waain ideas

informational text through level-appropriate listening, reading,
and viewing.

ELP2
ask/answer questions

participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and
academic contexts, responding lo peer, audience, or reader
comments and questions.

ELP = speak and write about level-appropriate complex literary and
talie/write about informational texts and topics.
information
ELP 4 construct level-appropriate oral and written claims and support
support ideas them with reasoning and evidence.
ELPS conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to

find information

answer questions or solve problems.

ELP &
evaluate information

analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in
writing.

ELP # adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when
adapt language speaking and writing.
ELPZ determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral

Understand voea huLan

presentations and literary and informational text.







